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	Media Release



4 August 2009
Council to control risks in Coastal hazard areas 
Shoalhaven City Council will consider development applications located in certain coastal areas of the city in light of a new Coastal Risk Precinct Development Control Plan that is to be developed and adopted shortly.
These areas have been identified as being impacted by climate change following the adoption of data from the NSW Government on the impact of sea level rise in the city over the next 50 and 100 years.

These areas include: Callala Beach, Collingwood Beach, Culburra Beach, Currarong, Mollymook, Narrawallee, Shoalhaven Heads, and Warrain Beach. Council’s consultants have identified hazards such as beach erosion, shoreline recession, coastal entrance instability, sand drift, coastal inundation, stormwater erosion and slope instability.
Council has adopted four zones to describe the immediate area that may be affected by sea level rise. These include the stabile foundation zone, the zone of reduced foundation capacity, the zone of slope adjustment, and the zone of wave impact.

Council has adopted the 2025 Zone of Reduced Foundation Capacity provided by consultants SMEC in coastal hazard maps, such that building of all structures will be excluded on the seaward side of this zone.

Council has also resolved that development applications in the 50 and 100 year zones of Reduced Foundation Capacity will be determined under Council’s current policy position as an interim measure until a Coastal Risk Precinct Development Control Plan is developed.

Shoalhaven City Mayor Councillor Paul Green said it is imperative that Council act now to ensure that people who have properties in these areas are made aware that there are degrees of risk associated with the information on sea level rise.
“Council is depending on information from the NSW government as well as information from its consultants on these important issues,” Clr Green said. “We now have developed a good understanding of the hazards that could affect our coast and need to ensure that we complete good, technical work on the coming Development Control Plan for these coastal areas. This Development Control Plan will allow this current council to better address development applications in these sensitive coastal areas in order to minimise the risks to people and private assets. 
“Council will also need to ensure that we have a flexible and efficient process that allows us to adapt as new information on climate change and sea level rise is released.”

For more information Council has produced a series of Questions and Answers to help citizens understand the technical details. The Questions and Answers are attached to this media release and are available on Council’s internet site.
For more information on the coastal management plan and you can visit the internet site at http://www.umwelt.com.au/shoalhaven-coastline/default.asp. You can also view information on the coastline plan at Council’s internet site at www.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au. 
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